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Counting, matching numerals and amounts

Calculating
Using shape properties

 

 
 

Children often enjoy hunting for missing items or counting to excitingly high numbers at tidy-up time

Adults could plan to focus on particular children to support and challenge, as well as intervening opportunistically.

The Activity
If resources are organised in containers with number labels showing how many there should be, then everyone can be
involved in ‘stock checks’ to count and see if any are missing. ‘Check point’ number tracks help identify the missing
number. Children can also match construction blocks or tools onto silhouettes, or numbered trikes to their parking bays.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing
So how many are there altogether?
How do you know?
Do you notice anything about the bigger numbers?

Reasoning
How many more do we need?
Do you think we have the right number yet, with those two?
How did you know we would have the right number?

Opening Out
What shape box/basket/container do we need for these?
Is there a better way of doing this?

Recording
Can you keep track on your clipboard of how many we have found?
Tell me about what you’ve written/drawn.
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